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CHAPTER 1 - A SUMMARY OF HIS APOSTOLIC MISSION

"To love God with our whole mind is to make the sacrifice to Him of our knowledge and our reason, and to believe all that He has taught." ~ Saint John Vianney, "Sermon on the Love of God"

Father John Anthony Hardon, S.J. was born in the year 1914, in the state of Pennsylvania in the United States of America.  

He entered into eternal life in the year 2000, at the age of 86, at the Jesuit Colombiere Center in Michigan, which had opened in 1959 as a Jesuit college named after Saint Claude de la Colombiere (b. 1641, d. 1682) who was a Jesuit teacher, orator, and spiritual director in France. 

"God is in the midst of us, or rather we are in the midst of him; wherever we are He sees us and touches us: at prayer, at work, at table, at recreation." ~ Saint Claude de la Colombiere, S.J. 

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST!

Fr. John Hardon, S.J. is a priest forever. 

In addition to serving our Lord as a Catholic priest, he was also a member of a Catholic religious order (the Society of Jesus/Jesuits), as well as an orthodox Catholic theologian, confessor, spiritual director, writer, advisor, teacher/educator/catechist, contributor, collaborator, speaker, fisher of men, and an apostolic communications pioneer at a time in human history when when Luciferian Modernism had infiltrated Christ's Catholic Church, and aggressively spread its errors worldwide seeking the ruin of souls. 

Fr. Hardon was also a human being created in the image and likeness of God, who like us was born with a fallen human nature and who chose to become and to be an exemplary Catholic disciple, leader, role model, and evangelizer for Christ's flock. 

His efforts in imitation of and in union with Christ our High Priest have thanks be to God benefitted countless souls in our time and will continue to benefit countless souls until the end of time, despite the unceasing efforts of the forces of darkness and those serving the wrong master to stop him.    

Certainly, his "fiat!" to God in imitation of and in union with Our Lady and his generous spending of himself throughout his priesthood have and will continue to be of immeasurable value to many people.

May the precious and priceless fruits of his labors in God's service be made manifest to all in its superabundance from the Beatific Vision in heaven for all eternity. 

Through the vast amount of teaching material he produced thanks be to God for our sake, we have been provided a vital opportunity to learn Catholic teaching correctly for the greater honor and glory of our Triune God first and foremost, and then for the sake of one’s own soul's growth in holiness and for the eternal sake of all souls through all time - past, present and future.

We are to apply what has been properly learned to the work of each one's personal and God-given holy apostolate throughout life, and we are to do so with God's direction and with all of God’s Almighty might.

We are to seek at all times to accomplish Almighty God's will in imitation of and in union with Jesus Christ, guided by the Holy Spirit, and through the maternal intercession of His Immaculate Mother who He made the Mediatrix of all of the necessary superabundant and supernatural graces every one of us needs. 

"May the Heart of Jesus Christ be our school! Let us make our abode there. Let us study its movements and attempt to conform ours to them. Yes, O Divine Jesus, I want to live there." ~ Saint Claude de la Colombiere, S.J. 

As our Triune God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) is not limited to time and place, our prayers, good works, sacrifices, and works of reparation benefit not only ourselves but also all people through all time.

“There is no more important plea in all the four Gospels than the honest prayer of the blind man. Remember?‘Lord, that I may see.’ In our Lord's Eucharistic presence I would like to help you and myself to penetrate beyond the veil of our faith so that we might see, see more clearly, see more deeply and as a consequence love more generously. There is no one stronger than the man or woman of conviction. And the convictions we most need in the spiritual life are convictions of faith." ~ Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "Retreat On the Credo: Our Need of Faith"man or woman of conviction. And the convictions we most need in the spiritual life are convictions of faith." ~ Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "Retreat On the Credo: Our Need of Faith"








CHAPTER 2 - HIS EARLIEST YEARS
An exceptional book for every Catholic heart and home is Fr. Hardon's "A Spiritual Autobiography." 
The contents of this interesting, beautifully revealing, incredibly inspiring, and very easy-to-read book that is astonishingly not very long at only 116 pages, were dictated by him while in the Presence of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Leading readers right to Jesus Christ our High Priest, Father Hardon's revelations in each far too brief chapter leave souls thirsting for more and ultimately thirsting for more of Our thirsting Savior - the Divine Bridegroom of Every Soul - Who longs for our love in return.   
"The most fundamental way the parents train their sons and daughters in the ways of God is by themselves living the ways of God." ~ Servant of God, Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "The Survival of the Catholic Family"
From Fr. Hardon's personal accounts, expressed in the profound way he had of communicating through his written and spoken words, we learn what his earliest years were like.
We also learn the ways in which Divine Providence prepared him for not only his fruitful God-given personal apostolate of 86 years, but also for his apostolic mission in our time which will endure until the end of time and then forever transcend the finite by giving glory to God in eternity -. and in many various ways.    
Father John Anthony Hardon, S.J. was born on June 18, 1914 in Midland, Pennsylvania, to a devout Catholic married couple in their mid-twenties named John and Anna Hardon. 
When Fr. Hardon was one year old, during an event he described as "in God's Providence" ("A Spiritual Autobiography," p. 3), his father was killed instantly while at work at the age of twenty-seven.  
Young Mr. John Hardon had fallen from a scaffold during his lunch break while carrying out what his son would describe many years later as "an act of charity" (p. 3).
Like father, like son.  
His intention was to protect fellow workers from being harmed by a beam that was loose.  His son grew up to protect precious, priceless, and immortal souls from being harmed, by the dangers of sin and also of improper teaching.  
Anna, who had just turned twenty-six years old, was suddenly a widow while her son was suddenly without his father. While grieving and regrouping, she was suddenly in the unthinkable position of having to provide and care for herself and her son. 
According to Fr. Hardon in his autobiography, Anna received a small amount of compensation from the company her late husband had worked for which that was not sufficient to meet their needs. Within two weeks of his death, she began working as a cleaning woman in an office "for a minimal salary" (p. 3) to support them both.  
Anna worked at night in order to care for her son during the day, and continued this work until "literally the day of her death" (p. 3). 
THE VITAL IMPORTANCE OF PROVIDING CHILDREN WITH THEIR GOD-GIVEN RIGHT TO A PROPER AND HOLY SPIRITUAL FOUNDATION 
"Parents must be alert, and aware and, I would say, aggressive in making sure that other people, no matter how powerful, are not contradicting the religious formation which they, the parents, have the first and foremost duty before God to provide for their children." ~ Servant of God, Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "The Survival of the Catholic Family"
According to Fr. Hardon, his mother told him she never remarried out of concern "about the kind of stepfather her son would inherit" (p. 3). 
"Parents nurture their children in the supernatural life by what they say. We are here touching on the mystery of self-communication. And there is no communication that is more universal or more effective than the spoken word." ~ Servant of God, Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "The Survival of the Catholic Family"
"During the days of my childhood, before going to school, I can never remember a morning when she did not pray with me or an evening when we retired without first talking out loud with God" (p. 3). 
According to Fr. Hardon, he never remembered a single day when his mother did not attend Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion. 
He also recalled sacred pictures on the wall of their home. 
"The most fundamental way the parents train their sons and daughters in the ways of God is by themselves living the ways of God." ~ Servant of God, Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "The Survival of the Catholic Family"
"I will never forget the holy water font outside the door as we entered the room. The only change she made was to raise the font as I got taller until it was high enough for me and too high for her. Until my last day in visiting her before she died, we never entered the house without blessing ourselves with holy water" (p. 3). 
Anna's son revealed that when seated at the table, he could not remember even one conversation with his mother that did not involve spiritual matters. 
He further revealed in his spiritual autobiography that should any bread ever fall to the floor during meals, either his mother or he would immediately pick it up and place it back on the table. She taught him " the highest purpose to which bread can be put to use is to change bread into the living Body and Blood of Christ at Mass" (p. 3).   
By the time Fr. Hardon turned five, his mother had taken in two women boarders who lived with them for six years. The two women, Judith and Susan, attended his first Holy Mass as a priest following his ordination at the age of 33. 
"In God’s ordinary Providence He uses as the channels of His grace those persons who are in possession of His grace. Believing parents are channels of His faith to their children. Chaste parents are channels of His chastity to their children.Prayerful parents are channels of His spirit of prayer to their children. In a word, holy parents are channels of holiness to their children." ~ Servant of God, Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "The Survival of the Catholic Family"
















CHAPTER 3 - HIS FIRST HOLY COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION

The following two profound revelations come right from Fr. Hardon, and were revealed by him before the Blessed Sacrament for his spiritual autobiography for every soul.

"The basic reason why we should pray before the Blessed Sacrament, is because Christ wants it." ~ Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "Prayer Before the Blessed Sacrament, Part I" 

HIS FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

Fr. Hardon described His First Holy Communion as "the most noticeable event of my childhood" ("A Spiritual Autobiography," p. 4).

He recalled the teaching of one of his instructors, Sister Benedicta, who had prepared the children to receive for the first time the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.

She told the children, "Whatever you ask Our Lord on your First Holy Communion day you will receive."

At six years of age, after having returned to his place in church with Jesus Christ the Divine Bridegroom of Every Soul and our Divine Redeemer, Restorer, and Remedy for All, the Second Person of our Triune God within the Blessed Trinity, the God-Man Son of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Head of the Catholic Church reposing on his very young tongue, the little boy predestined by God to do great things for every soul, for the greater honor and glory of God first and foremost, immediately asked Our Lord, "Make me a priest."

He recalled years later that he had only the faintest idea of what he was asking God (p. 4). 

Thanks be to God he had received adequate instruction from those entrusted with his proper spiritual formation, and he would go on to pay forward his having received the truth, in superabundance as God willed for the sake of the whole world, and at tremendous personal cost in imitation of and in union with Christ.

Fr. Hardon made it a point to tell us in his spiritual autobiography that from the age of six, he never forgot what Sr. Benedicta had taught him and the other children about requests Our Lord wants made on the day of one's First Holy Communion, and which He is happy to fulfill according to His Most Perfect will.  

According to Fr. Hardon, when he was ordained to the Sacred Priesthood of Jesus Christ twenty-six years later, his first thought was to thank God for "hearing my prayers." 

"We believe that God became man in order to be able to suffer. Are we willing, and I mean willing, to suffer with the Son of God, like the Son of God, for the Son of God to join with Him in the redemption of a sinful world? Redemption is meaningless unless it includes suffering. This is our faith. This is our privilege as Christians. This is the great gift we have received from God to join Him who became man to be able to suffer out of love for us. This is the priesthood of Jesus Christ. We are privileged to unite ourselves with Him by joining Him in carrying our cross out of love for Him as He carried His Cross out of love for us." ~ Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "The Priesthood"

HIS CONFIRMATION

Fr. Hardon was eight years old when he received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

In his spiritual autobiography, he "vividly remembered" that "Confirmation makes us strong in our faith." 

That day, young John asked the Holy Spirit for "the grace of martyrdom, which means to die for one's faith" (p. 4).

"Over the years, I have never tired telling people that Confirmation prepares them to live a martyr's life, and if it is God's will for them, to die a martyr's death - if it is God's will" (p. 4).  

On December 30, 2000, it was God's will that Father Hardon die a martyr's death, after having lived a martyr's life, in imitation of and in union with Jesus Christ the Divine King of All Martyrs. 

No doubt right after having passed into eternity, he thanked God for having answered his prayers.  

"In allowing the human race to sin, God foresaw that mankind would have to suffer in expiating its sin. Yet mysteriously, and I mean mysteriously, God allowed mankind to sin, sin deeply. It is not as though God needed a sinful human race to teach us the meaning of sin. What God wanted was to enlighten us on how deeply He loves us in allowing us to expiate our sins by loving God more than, shall I say we could have loved Him, had we not sinned." ~ Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "The Priesthood"

A PRAYER BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

"Lord Jesus, You became man to redeem the world on Calvary but You are in the Blessed Sacrament in order that the ocean of merit that You won for us on the Cross might be poured out on a sinful, suffering human race. Teach us, dear Jesus, to realize that You are here and want us to be here too, so that believing in You, being near You, we might obtain from you, what will make us happy even in this valley of tears and assure us that everlasting experience of living in the Real Presence unveiled. Amen." ~ Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "Prayer Before the Blessed Sacrament, Part I" 






CHAPTER 4 - HIS MIDDLE CHILDHOOD YEARS

Fr. Hardon's orthodox Catholic teaching material doesn't just bare precious fruit, it bares entire orchards for every soul. What wonders.  

During her son's early childhood years, Anna Hardon moved him and herself to Cleveland, Ohio.

Fr. Hardon spent his first three grammar school years attending St. Wendelin Catholic School.  He reported in his spiritual autobiography that he had to walk two miles each way to get to school, and also mentioned that winters in Cleveland could be "very severe" (p. 7).

The boy, who would go on to become a vital, tremendously needed, and highly regarded orthodox Catholic educator in our time, found as a grown man that it was a small price for a young child to pay to receive "a sound Catholic education" (p. 7). 

After his mother moved them to St. Michael's Parish in southwest Cleveland for his fourth year of grammar school, the child's walk to and from school was reduced to one mile each way. 

According to Fr. Hardon, "It was these days of attending a Catholic school that confirmed my decision to go on to the priesthood" (p. 7).

What wonders to be able to share Fr. Hardon's personal experiences from his own perspective as detailed in his spiritual autobiography. 

He noted that what stands out from his grammar school years is the pride he felt from always being first in his class.  

Fr. Hardon recalled that when he was ten years of age and in the fifth grade, Sister Lucretia started class by addressing him very publicly and at the "top of her voice." 

"Johnny! Stop showing off!" was her message (p. 7).

He instructs us further from his own experiences by sharing the following personal account, which appears in his spiritual autobiography right after the revelation of his fifth grade encounter with his Sister instructor at St. Michael's. 

"Twelve years later when I entered the Jesuits, I was called in by the Novice Master who told me, 'Either you show signs of humility, or I will have to dismiss you from the Society of Jesus within the next thirty days.'" 

Fr. Hardon then noted in his memoir that "needless to say," he had worked on his humility ever since (p. 7).

God's truth binds us to Him, when we accept it. 


TO MORE EFFECTIVELY LABOR FOR SOULS

Fr. Hardon acknowledged that as a child he found it particularly hard to accept humiliation of any kind, and throughout his priestly and teaching ministry he repeatedly taught about the importance of acquiring ever greater self mastery.

To acquire ever greater self mastery for the greater honor and glory of God, one must learn that humiliations are vital tools in one's spiritual arsenal. 

God's people are to benefit from humiliations of all sizes and kinds, in imitation of and in union with Christ. How do we do this? We do so through practice and with the understanding that God allows distasteful things to happen to us for our greater good. 

Certainly throughout life we all receive ample opportunities to get up again after having fallen, many times very hard, underneath the great weight of the crosses of humiliation - whether we have tripped on ourselves and/or had been pushed by other people. 

"In the meditation on the Kingdom it is imperative to have a correct notion of suffering and humiliation as instruments for personal sanctification antecedent to the apostolate. The more closely a man follows Christ, poor and condemned, the greater becomes his union with God and the more effective his labor for souls." ~ Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J. , "All My Liberty, Chapter 6: Modes of Humility"

Included in Fr. Hardon's spiritual autobiography/teaching manual is something he learned from his classmates during those middle childhood years: "the hardest thing for an above-average person is to remain humble and not consider himself superior to other people"(p. 7).

"The evil spirit seduces the mind by making error appealing." ~ Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "The Strategy of the Devil in Demonic Temptations"

Fr. Hardon mentioned that for this reason St. Augustine was of great importance to him and his proper spiritual formation, thanks to the Saint's work to combat his own pride. 

No one can win the important battles to overcome one's self interest, for the greater honor and glory of God, without being willing to engage in them. 

No one can fight these battles for us. Fortunately, God provides people like Fr. Hardon to help us by continuing to guide precious, priceless, and immortal souls to Jesus Christ.

Fr. Hardon summed up his early years by revealing in his spiritual autobiography that he was first in his class throughout his eight years in grammar school, and during those years he learned how hard it is to remain humble in one's own eyes "when others have such a high regard of intelligence" (p. 8). 

Once again he made it a point to thank God, this time for having helped him acquire the priceless gift of humility along the way of his cross. 

"What is the first and indispensable condition for resisting the evil spirit? It is a deep, sincere humility of heart." ~ Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "The Strategy of the Devil in Demonic Temptations"










































CHAPTER 5 – THE CONSEQUENTIAL HIGH SCHOOL YEARS
OF “DOC” HARDON

Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J.’s life story would make a great movie, but is for every soul an even better reality. 

“Love the Madonna and pray the Rosary, for her Rosary is the weapon against the evils of the world today. All graces given by God pass through the Blessed Mother.” ~ Saint Pio of Pietrelcina 

Fr. Hardon, made it a point to reflect in his spiritual autobiography about the importance of and his appreciation for a proper Catholic school education during childhood.

When the time for his high school years arrived, his mother was unable to afford Catholic high school tuition. However, a high school fifteen miles from his house called Cathedral Latin offered prospective students what he called “a competitive admission” for which he was “providentially qualified” (p. 9).

No one states things like Fr. Hardon. 

In his spiritual autobiography for every soul, Fr. Hardon referred to his high school years at Cathedral Latin as “a major shift” in his life (p. 9). 

”I can honestly say that my days in high school so deeply confirmed my faith that, with God’s help, it has remained stable over the years ever since” (p. 9).

He further recalled, “I will never forget what Brother told us about the damage done to Western society by the widespread penetration of Protestantism in the Western world. To this day, I remember what we were told about religious freedom on our country. We were told that since Martin Luther there as been no true social freedom in our society” (p. 9).

“I still remember how the teachers stressed the importance of a common religious faith in our country that wants to practice true freedom and not only call itself a free nation” (p. 9), he said.

Fr. Hardon also reported having learned in high school that “the survival and strength of the Catholic Faith finally depends on Jesus Christ” (p. 9).

He reminisced that he was impacted by many of the traditions passed on to him and the other students by their instructors, the Brothers of Mary.

One of those highly valued and valuable traditions was to begin and then end every class with a prayer, a practice that Fr. Hardon continued during his teaching ministry and passed on to his students by word and by example. 

He remembered one of his instructors teaching the students to cultivate good habits, for otherwise one will have bad habits instead. 

How important it is, the young people were taught, to cultivate and nurture a devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Immaculate Mother of God, throughout one's life.

“May the Mother of Jesus and our Mother always smile on your spirit, obtaining for it, from her Most Holy Son, every heavenly blessing.” ~ Saint Pio of Pietrelcina

Fr. Hardon noted that during his high school years he desired to continue his education by going to college, but knew that his mother did not earn enough money to cover the cost. 

One day, she told her son with an apostolic mission that she had set aside for that very purpose the four hundred dollars in compensation she had received years ago from her late husband's place of work, along with the interest that had accrued on it through the years. 

That money covered the cost of his first three years of college. 

Fr. Hardon shared that before finishing his high school years, he seriously considered entering the seminary but had concerns about departing from his widowed mother and leaving her alone.  

He revealed that while he knew good young women in high school, he never seriously dated since he was discerning his calling to the priesthood. 

His mother, he disclosed, was "a very important advisor" in this regard. She recognized the God-given gifts in her son and they both strived to cultivate them in order to accomplish God's most perfect Will, as they witnessed the mystery of God's plans for him unfold through his mother and also through his late father. 

"To form a person's conscience is to teach that person what is God's will for that person in the changing circumstances of each individual's life." ~ Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "The Art of Forming the Conscience of a Child"

Anna Hardon revealed to her son during those years that, after having been widowed, she had received several marriage proposals but due to her concern for his "spiritual future" she did not accept one in order "to encourage any possible vocation he may have had." 

In imitation of the Immaculate Mother of God, Mrs. Hardon sacrificed her own personal welfare not to mention standard of living in order to help her son accomplish his God-given apostolic mission for the sake of a world in very serious grave peril.   

Fr. Hardon disclosed he already knew for sure by that time that "God wanted me to share with others what I so undeservedly believed I already knew and would learn in the years to come" (p. 11). 

His calling to be an educator was clearly recognized by high school peers who referred to him as “Doc” Hardon.

Thanks be to God, by his senior year of high school Fr. Hardon "wanted nothing more" than to share His Catholic faith with other people. 

"Little did I realize," he said, "how much I needed humility and how dearly I would have to pay to grow in the virtue in the years to come" (p. 11). 



























CHAPTER 6 – HIS UNDERGRADUATE YEARS

In his spiritual autobiography, Fr. Hardon divided his four years at John Carroll University into two parts: the first two years and the second two years. 
During the first two years he considered becoming a physician, one who properly cares for the body, and so he majored in science. 
However, God's plan for him was to become a physician of the soul and to teach the One True Faith to the masses as a member of the Society of Jesus, and in English.
"The English language is deeply materialistic." ~ Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "Sacred Scripture & Tradition: Spiritual Being - Intellect & Will"
Fr. Hardon's counselor during his third year of college was a priest who convinced him that he did indeed have a vocation to the Sacred Priesthood of Jesus Christ. He then changed the focus of his education and began learning Latin, philosophy, and college theology. 
The future prolific teacher's Jesuit instructors helped attract him more and more to the religious life.  Fr. Hardon later recalled that to him, "the single most attractive feature" to Jesuit life was "a combination of above-average intelligence and fidelity to the Vicar of Christ" (p. 13). 
While in high school and through their college years, John Hardon kept in touch via correspondence with a woman he had known since the fourth grade. At that time, he kept Josephine in mind as a possible spouse while still discerning God's will for him, still not convinced he could leave his mother on her own and having to support herself should he enter the priesthood. His mother was getting older and her health was declining. 
Like him, Josephine was very bright and she considered him an appealing choice of spouse as well.  When they both were ready to graduate from their respective colleges, Josephine informed John that she had decided upon their wedding date. 
He noted in his spiritual autobiography that, "to her credit," she did not speak to him for twenty years after he took her out to dinner and notified her, once their food had been ordered, that he made plans to enter the Jesuit novitiate the following Wednesday.   
By that time, John Hardon had already disclosed to his mother that he had determined he was destined by God for the priesthood. She responded by making it clear that she would not stand in his way, and he was then able to proceed in peace.  
In 1926, two weeks after that conversation with his mother, Fr. Hardon made plans to enter the Jesuit novitiate. Then, he took Josephine out to dinner to tell her.
It was God's will that Josephine marry, someone else, and she became a wife and the mother of several children.
From Fr. Hardon's spiritual autobiography, "As I look back at the years of stone-wall conviction that God called this sinner to the priesthood, I have no doubt that God wants an ordained priest to never for a moment allow his mind to question whether he has a priestly vocation. We are living in the most doubt-saturated period of human history. It is as though we, and not God, are the final arbiter in making decisions that affect our lives and the lives of those who depend on our judgment" ("A Spiritual Autobiography," p. 15). 
Catholic priests who are ordained in our time "must maintain steadfastness of mind," he insisted (p. 15). 
































CHAPTER 7 – THE GENESIS OF HIS VOCATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD

"The state of grace is nothing other than purity, and it gives heaven to those who clothe themselves in it. Holiness, therefore, is simply the state of grace purified, illuminated, beautified by the most perfect purity, exempt not only from mortal sin but also from the smallest faults; purity will make saints of you! Everything lies in this!" ~ Saint Peter Julian Eymard
The chapter in Fr. John Hardon's spiritual autobiography dedicated to the origins of his priestly vocation is one of the longest in a memoir that isn't very long, yet makes a big and lasting impact. 
Readers familiar with his teaching and with him as an instructor cannot NOT hear his voice while reading each page, as he continues to encourage souls from his place in eternity to "Hear it!" and with his help, to also understand it. 
We are reminded by St. Augustine, "Nothing whatever pertaining to godliness and real holiness can be accomplished without grace." 

TO THE SACRED PRIESTHOOD THROUGH THE SOCIETY OF JESUS
"In today's Western world, vocations to the priesthood have dropped tragically. There are many reasons for this. However, one of the main reasons has been the widespread secularization of the modern world." ~ Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "A Spiritual Autobiography," p. 23.
Through the sharing of his life experiences, Fr. Hardon explained that while he clearly believed he felt called to the priesthood from the time he made his First Holy Communion, he did not yet comprehend what he believed (p. 24). 
In God's timing and through those entrusted with his proper Catholic formation, he would come to fathom it profoundly.   
In the month of May during his senior year of undergraduate studies at the Jesuit Catholic John Carroll University in Ohio, Fr. Hardon applied to the religious order called the Society of Jesus and was, in his words, accepted "by the grace of God."  
He noted in his spiritual autobiography that at that time, forty novices entered the Society of Jesus in less than a month. Within the first two weeks it became clear, he recalled, that not everyone who had entered had the necessary qualities to become a priest, and even less had the qualities vital to becoming a Jesuit. 
By the second month, about one-fourth of the novices left. Another fourth left by the end of that year. 
We learn from Fr. Hardon that "one of the most important qualifications for becoming a Jesuit novice was to make a complete, open self-disclosure of one's spiritual life. We were told in the plainest language that we were to keep nothing back from our spiritual life. Everything was to be disclosed" (p. 17).
A BEST MEMORY WHILE A JESUIT NOVICE AND A LIFELONG TASK
Fr. Hardon reminisced that the one thing he "best remembered" from his first month as a Jesuit novice was "the conviction I expressed." That conviction was to share with the Novice Master his belief that he had "the better qualifications to be a member of the Society of Jesus."
The Novice Master inquired about this conviction of young John Hardon's, by asking the future Jesuit priest in his care what in particular qualified him for the Society of Jesus.  
John Hardon replied, his "natural intelligence."
Fr. Hardon recalled, "So then he gave me the most unusual, and I would have to say painful, directive of my life to date," telling the novice with a very bright future along the Way of the Cross, "You have exactly thirty days to show some slight sign of humility. Then I will not ask you, but your fellow novices. If they indicate there is some slightest sign of growth in humility after one month, you may stay." 
The Novice Master concluded with this: "If, however, your fellow novices tell me there is no notable sign of progress in humility," John Hardon would then be notified either whether he should leave, or that he was being permitted to remain (pp. 17-18).
Father Hardon acknowledged that "never in my life had I worked harder, I don't say to grow in humility, but to show some sign of humility" (p. 18), teaching and also reminding us by his example that to truly succeed, one must first begin and also in the proper manner.  
To acquire humility one must first show it, then one can grow in it, with God's help. 
First and foremost, one's free will must want it. 
ONE MONTH LATER, THE NOVICE MASTER MADE HIS DECISION
At the end of that one month, John Hardon was told he could stay and to come with a smile. 
The Novice Master counseled his novice that growing in humility would be a lifelong task for him. Fr. Hardon revealed that, more than fifty years later, he was still working on it.   
ANOTHER POWERFUL MEMORY OF HIS, FOR EVERY SOUL
Another memory with lasting impact that Fr. Hardon shared in his spiritual autobiography, more than fifty years after it took place, has to do with the once-a-week practice of having Jesuit novices manifest to each other their faults. 
Two novices were selected each week to kneel in the middle of the floor, and from there they listened for thirty minutes as one of their fellow novices shared, with all sixty of the novices present, what they thought was wrong with the character of the novice who had been selected to go first. 
Then at the start of the second half of the hour, the focus shifted to the second novice whose turn it was while kneeling on the ground, and the process was repeated. 
When his and another novice's turns arrived, Fr. Hardon was selected to be first.  
However, he would be the only novice receiving such attention that day, because the public accounting of his faults continued for the entire hour. 
He said, "they spared nothing" and as a result, there was no time left for the other novice. 
HUMILITY HUMILITY HUMILITY HUMILITY
Fr. Hardon made it a point to say while sharing the events of this particular time in his life, "One thing that deeply contributed to our novitiate formation was the fact that we were constantly reminded of our failings and even more constantly reminded of what kind of persons we should be" (p. 18). 
Fr. Hardon continued that the founder of the Society of Jesus, St. Ignatius of Loyola, understood from personal experience how naturally proud a human being with a fallen human nature is, and that one reason for the prolonged spiritual training of his young religious was to properly address "the difficulty that a gifted person has in living a truly humble life" (p. 20). 
"If God gives you an abundant harvest of trials, it is a sign of great holiness which He desires you to attain. Do you want to become a great saint? Ask God to send you many sufferings. The flame of Divine Love never rises higher than when fed with the wood of the Cross, which the infinite charity of the Savior used to finish His sacrifice. All the pleasures of the world are nothing compared with the sweetness found in the gall and vinegar offered to Jesus Christ. That is, hard and painful things endured for Jesus Christ and with Jesus Christ." ~ Saint Ignatius of Loyola
To learn so much more of Fr. Hardon's informative revelations with regards to those years, be sure to acquire and read "A Spiritual Autobiography." The book is very relatable, enlightening, thought-provoking, encouraging, surprising, inspiring, deeply moving, educational, and motivating, among many other things, and helps foster an appreciation for those dedicating themselves to the Lord's service as religious, and as priests. 
"We may, therefore, say that the first beginning of a priestly vocation is in the Blessed Virgin Mary. Faith in her as the Mother of the Incarnate God is the foundation of faith in her Son as the living God Who becomes Man out of love for us." ~ Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "A Spiritual Autobiography," p. 25
In his memoir, Fr. Hardon quoted St. Ignatius multiple times: "Nothing is more pleasant than to live God, provided this live moves you to undergo many tribulations,” and "If you wish to advance in the love of God, speak of it," and  "We love God only as deeply as we are to suffer for Him. At the same time, God wants to reward us for our love of Him. He does so by enabling us to grow in the love of Him Who is the God for Whom we were made" (p. 21). 
Of noteworthy mention and of utmost importance is Fr. Hardon's appeal his to readers, while recalling this time in his life, about the importance of being kind, patient, and loving with other people.  
He stated, "The key to authentic charity is to love others in such a way that I am helping them to save their souls" (p. 22). He also noted that in his judgment, living an authentic religious life with one's fellow religious is the most demanding life that God can expect of anyone. 
”The more a person loves God, the more reason he has to hope in Him. This hope produces in the Saints an unutterable peace, which they preserve even in adversity, because as they love God, and know how beautiful He is to those who love Him, they place all their confidence and find all their repose in Him alone.” ~ Saint Alphonsus Liguori



























CHAPTER 8 – THE TWO MORE IMPORTANT DAYS 
OF HIS EARLY SPIRITUAL LIFE

“Your best servant is the person who does not attend so much to hearing what he himself wants as to willing what he has heard from you.” ~ Saint Augustine
John Hardon was accepted into the Jesuit novitiate eight days after having entered, and in his spiritual autobiography recalled that day as one of the two more important days of his early spiritual life. He received the happy news that morning when he spotted a Jesuit habit laying on his bed. He kissed it, and repeated this practice every day for the rest of his life. 
"Sanctify yourself and you will sanctify society." ~ Saint Francis of Assisi
After two years in the novitiate, Fr. Hardon made his first sacred vows, which Jesuits consider a lifetime commitment. 
“What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love looks like.” ~ Saint Augustine
According to Fr. Hardon, the second of the two more important days of his early spiritual life was when he was notified that he was accepted for final vows, "with God's grace." On the Feast of Our Lady of Purification, February 2nd, 1945, John Hardon pronounced his final sacred vows as a member of the Society of Jesus, which Jesuits consider binding for life. 
Imagine reading and simultaneously silently hearing the following quote from him, in his voice: "Only God knows the price I have paid for this loyalty over the years. But the price is nothing compared to the reward with which God has repaid" (p. 20). 
“Late have I loved you, beauty so ancient and so new, late have I loved you! And see, you were within, and I was in the external world and sought you there, and in my unlovely state I plunged into those lovely things which you made. You were with me, and I was not with you. The lovely things kept me far from you, though if they did not have their existence in you they had no existence at all. You called and cried out loud and shattered my deafness. You were radiant and resplendent, you put to flight my blindness. You were fragrant, and I drew my breath and now pant after you. I tasted you, and I feel but hunger and thirst for you. You touched me, and I am set on fire to attain the peace which is yours.” ~ Saint Augustine









CHAPTER 9 – HIS INVALUABLE LESSONS 
AND THE BORROWED BOOKS

"A vocation to the religious life is meant to be a call to the fullness of Christianity. It was St. Augustine who described a Christian as one who follows the way of Christ, who imitates Christ in all things." 
~ Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "A Spiritual Autobiography," p. 27 
John Hardon had pronounced his final sacred vows as a Jesuit in 1945, and in 1947, at the age of thirty-three, he was ordained a Catholic priest. 
Fr. Hardon acknowledged in his spiritual autobiography that after having asked for the grace of the priesthood the day he made his First Holy Communion, many people contributed to this grace along the way. Most notable among them was his devoutly Catholic widowed mother, of whom he once again made mention while describing this time in his life. Once again he stated that he could not recall her missing the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass or receiving Holy Communion until the very day she died. 
He reflected that "Years before I had any clear idea what a priest was I respected the priesthood with such deep faith that words cannot describe it" (p. 22). 
Within the year after having been ordained a Catholic priest, Fr. Hardon's mother passed into eternal life. He was then without his father and his mother while only in his early thirties. 
THE UNEXPECTING OF THE UNEXPECTED
What transpired next in the life of the new priest was quite unexpected: he was told that his vocation would be to prepare men to train priests.
"Never in my wildest dreams did I anticipate what this would mean" (p. 29), he said. 
This specialized endeavor meant for him "long preparation in understanding the Catholic Faith - and I mean understanding the Catholic Faith" (p. 29).
For him personally it also meant the price he would pay in this life, both out in the world and within his ranks, for defending the One True Faith as God willed during the 20th Century, which he described as "the most trying century of Catholic Christianity" (p. 29).
In 1951, Fr. Hardon earned a Doctorate in Sacred Theology after having been sent to the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome for two years to learn from "the most talented and educated teachers there," (p. 29).
"Little did I expect to have to defend my faith and to face critics among my most talented fellow students who were all ordained priests," he recalled (p. 29). 

THE BORROWED BOOKS
While in Rome, Fr. John A. Hardon S.J. was appointed director of the Graduate Library, which had more than one hundred Jesuit graduate students as patrons. 
Within two weeks of being appointed the Graduate Library's director in 1949, he was told by his superior to ask the graduate students to return around 1000 borrowed books.  
Fr. Hardon described the books as being in 1949 "what we now call heretical" (p. 29); all of the books on the list he was given were recent publications by Jesuits that "cleverly and profoundly undermined the Catholic Faith" (p. 29). 
He stated that before retrieving half of the heretical books, "I had become the agent of orthodoxy and therefore the sworn enemy of the modernists, who were updating the Catholic Faith to its modernist theology" (p. 29). 
He remembered that doors were slammed in his face, and he lost friends he had considered fellow believers. 
"I learned what I thought I would never think," he said, "that members of my religious family would be avowed enemies of the Faith I professed" (p. 29). 
Fr. Hardon concluded that the lessons he learned were invaluable. "It taught me that the Faith I had so casually learned could be preserved only by the price of a living martyrdom. This Faith, I was to find out, is a precious treasure that cannot be preserved except at a heavy price. The price is nothing less than to profess what so many others either openly or covertly denied" (p. 29). 


















CHAPTER 10 - HIS REMEDY FOR THE WORLDWIDE INDOCTRINATION
OF "THE CULTURE OF THE TIMES"

 "It is an error to believe that Christ did not teach a determined body of doctrine applicable to all times and to all men, but rather that He inaugurated a religious movement adapted, or to be adapted, to different times and different places." ~ Saint Pope Pius X

In his spiritual autobiography, Fr. Hardon noted that when he entered the Society of Jesus, "the Catholic Church was at the height of its influence in the world. Religious communities throughout the world were flourishing; vocations were abounding. That was in the mid-(ninteen) thirties" (p. 31). 

However, and this is to be expected where there is good, "the enemies of the Church were active," (p. 31) he said. 

As Catholic colleges flourished at that time in human history, God allowed the diabolical influence of error to have its unholy way: a catastrophically destructive deception influenced many people who turned to worship the culture of the age instead of submitting to the most perfect Will of God. 

"This meant that those Jesuits who were destined to train their fellow religious would themselves be trained in the culture of the times," he revealed (p. 31). 

The most gifted members of the Society of Jesus were sent to leading schools in Europe and America. However, "With few exceptions these were institutions which were no longer Catholic or whose philosophy of education was being adjusted to the culture of the age" Fr. Hardon said (p. 31).

He concluded that "The inevitable happened. Jesuit graduates of those prominent institutions became thoroughly indoctrinated in the culture of the times" (p. 31). 

However, the battle for souls was not over. Not yet. 

THIS IS CATHOLIC COURAGE

Jesus Christ, the true teaching of His One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church, His Immaculate Mother, and His authentic believers, would be blatantly and openly mocked, humiliated, and labeled as "old fashioned" or "from the Dark Ages" and as no longer relevant by those who allowed themselves to be enticed with the sensual and self interested false teaching of the modern age.

The deception spread like a disastrous and unfathomably destructive wild fire while celebrated and self promoted by many misled people (priests, religious, and laity) who proudly self identified as being Catholic.


THE REMEDY FOR THE GROWING SKEPTICISM OF THE AGE

"The inevitable happened," Fr. Hardon explained in his spiritual memoir. "Jesuit graduates of these prominent institutions became thoroughly indoctrinated in the culture of the times. That culture, it must be said, had become saturated with the growing skepticism of the age" (p. 31). 

Meanwhile, our Triune God remained timeless. 

"...the great movement of apostasy being organized in every country for the establishment of a One-World Church which shall have neither dogmas, nor hierarchy, neither discipline for the mind, nor curb for the passions, and which, under the pretext of freedom and human dignity, would bring back to the world (if such a Church could overcome) the reign of legalized cunning and force, and the oppression of the weak, and of all those who toil and suffer. ... Indeed, the true friends of the people are neither revolutionaries, nor innovators: they are traditionalists." ~ Saint Pope Pius X

HIS RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES

After completing his studies in Rome, Fr. Hardon was sent back to the United States to teach theology at the Jesuit Scholasticate College in West Baden Springs, Indiana (the Society of Jesus had operated the College from 1934-1964 in affiliation with Loyola University in Chicago). 
There, he said that he found Jesuit students who were very bright and willing to learn, but highly skeptical after having read books written by skeptics and critics of Catholic Christianity (p. 31). 
That high skepticism included skepticism "about the most fundamental truths about Catholic Christianity" (p. 31). 

"Naturally, I taught what the Catholic Church held about the fundamental truths about the Catholic Faith" (p. 31), he said. Fr. Hardon recalled answering their questions which he knew to be sincere.

At that time, young Fr. Hardon found that "we were entering a new age that I might call the age of modern skepticism" (p. 31). 

"Over the centuries, Catholicism has been unique" he stated in his spiritual autobiography. "Its members would be subject, like everyone else, to the inroads of skepticism that had begun to pervade all religious systems. What is unique about the Jesuits is that their men, for four hundred years, had been leaders of orthodoxy throughout Europe and the Americas. For reasons known only to God, members of the Society of Jesus became infected with the learned errors of our day. They not only adopted so many of these errors; they became leaders and began propagating these erroneous ideas in their teaching and writing" (p. 31). 

Fr. Hardon said that he could have written three volumes of personal experiences regarding that phenomena. 

"For the present," he stated, "it is enough to say that these errors became part of the philosophy of many members of the Society of Jesus" (p. 31).






































CHAPTER 11 – FR. JOHN A. HARDON, S.J. SO FAR

"Jesus Christ instituted the priesthood for two main reasons: to provide the world, through the priesthood, with the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, and to provide the world with the Sacrament (I like the Holy Father's preferred title) the Sacrament of Confession. Can you imagine, just imagine, being still laden with all the sins of your past life? No wonder on Easter Sunday night, Jesus told his apostles, 'Peace be with you,' and repeated, 'Peace be with you,' to ensure the world of that peace of heart, which only those enjoy who have been assured that their sins have been forgiven." ~ Servant of God, Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., "Fifty Years in the Priesthood"

FATHER JOHN A. HARDON, S.J. SO FAR

So far we have learned many things about Fr. Hardon from his spiritual autobiography.
 
He was born on June 18, 1914 in Midland, Pennsylvania in the United States of America, to devout Catholic parents John and Anna Hardon, and died at the age of 86 on December 30, 2000 in Clarkston, Michigan, U.S.A.

We learned that his father died accidentally at work, while attempting to ensure the safety of his colleagues.  He was survived by his young wife and one-year-old son. 

Fr. Hardon's newly widowed mother began working just weeks later to provide for her baby and herself, and continued to clean offices for the rest of her life. She participated in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass daily, deeply instilled a devotion to the One True Faith in her son with an apostolic mission, and selflessly encouraged him to follow God's will for him while trusting in God's Divine Providence to provide for their needs and then for her needs independent of his.  

Anna Hardon lived to see her son become a Member of the Society of Jesus and then be ordained a Catholic priest, but she did not live to see the incredible plan God had for her son - of which she selflessly had such a vital role - come to fruition.

We learned that Father Hardon asked our Lord at the young age of six, on the day he received his First Holy Communion, to make him a priest.

Two years later, at the age of eight and at the occasion of receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation, the little boy whose family was no stranger to suffering asked the Holy Spirit for the gift of martyrdom.  

We learned that while growing up, the future Jesuit Catholic priest continued to discern the mysteries of his future mission that would benefit countless people through time meaning in the past, at the present time, and in the future until the end of time. 
 
The reach of his God-given apostolic mission extends into eternity. 
 
What wonders! 

While discerning through his youth and young adulthood, Fr. Hardon was guided by God's Divine Providence, directly and through those in his life who who wisely counseled,  encouraged, and instructed him regarding his vocation to the Sacred Priesthood of Jesus Christ as a member of the Society of Jesus and also regarding his life's work as a preeminent orthodox Catholic educator in modern times. 
 
We also learned that while young John Hardon discerned and sought to accomplish God's will as a child, while growing up, and during the years of his formal education, the whole world in general and the Catholic Church in particular had entered a time of intense spiritual combat and ferocious struggle as deceit cloaked itself in regal garb and masqueraded as the truth while seeking the ruin of souls. 
 
The forces of darkness began striking the human family in modern times with much greater earnest everywhere they could, and with the new weapons of mass communication and well-funded media outlets that appeared well groomed, well attired, well educated, and credible but were created for nefarious purposes.
 
This grave and sinister evil seeking to do the most damage possible aimed right for the heart of humanity: the One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic, and pro-life Church of Jesus Christ. 
 
Mankind had entered into a time of unfathomable human destruction as evil insisted on having its unholy way ,and encouraged people to want their way also instead of listening to God and doing as He says. 
 
Humanity, mostly unaware, remained far too trusting and carelessly non-discerning while being catastrophically distracted, and incorrectly educated, misdirected, and increasingly enslaved within the idolatrous corporate self-interested and money-loving beast system, unaware that it was being led to the slaughter by well-funded people speaking with forked tongues eagerly and short-sightedly working for the wrong master, so many people who for generations surrendered to the enemy without even a struggle, willing and eager to sell out their fellow man - physically, mentally, and spiritually - for their take of the thirty pieces of silver.    

Fr. Hardon stated even before the year 2000, following the tremendous worldwide influence of radio, television, and mass marketing campaigns - but even before the influence of the internet exploded and before there were cell phones with 24/7 internet access and cameras in almost every human hand of all ages - "We are a hypnotized nation."
 
The forces of darkness were allowed by God to begin in earnest their highly organized, well-funded, and impatiently patient worldwide campaign to invert the whole world including everything God had created (nature, animals, and people), and established for our sake, primarily Christ's Catholic Church, Her Sacred Traditions, and Her Holy Sacraments.
 
This time of tremendous change, a manifestation of the epic battle of good versus evil, which is also the battle for each person's precious, priceless, and immortal soul, is a general brutal battle made up of countless battles with eternal consequences and a final outcome for each soul.
 
The ongoing battles in modern times, as God allowed and continues to allow, which seek to disfigure, confuse, deceive, corrupt, divide, enslave, and destroy God's creation while blaming its victims, caused God's people to cry out to Him for His Divine supernatural help to do battle with the forces of darkness seeking the ruin of souls and with much more dangerous weapons/personal devices with worldwide reach and extraordinary appeal.   
 
God never abandons His people and one of His answers to their prayers was, is, and remains Servant of God, Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J.. 
 
Dear Lord, please help us to accomplish Your most perfect will as You will it, all the days of our lives, come what may, with the holy trust, sacrificial love, and Catholic courage of Fr. Hardon, in imitation of and in union with Christ and His Immaculate Mother. 
 
Fr. Hardon, ora pro nobis! (pray for us!).   
 
BIOGRAPHICAL TIMELINE

1936 - Entered the Society of Jesus as a novice in May of his senior year in college.

1936 - Earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from John Carroll University in Ohio.

1941 - Obtained a Master of Philosophy degree from Loyola University in Illinois.

1945 - Pronounced final vows to the Society of Jesus.

1947 - Ordained to the Sacred Priesthood of Jesus Christ (at 33 years old).

1951 - Earned a Doctor of Sacred Theology degree from the Pontifical Gregorian      

           University in Rome, to prepare him to teach men training priests.

WHAT HAPPENED THEN

After receiving his Doctorate in Theology in Rome, Father Hardon, who was in his thirties at that time, was sent back to the United States to teach theology at the Jesuit Scholasticate College in West Baden Springs, Indiana.








THE CONCLUSION

CHAPTER 12 – “AM I CLEAR?”

From Mount Calvary, on Ash Wednesday 2023. 
The life and apostolic mission of Servant of God, Fr. John Anthony Hardon of the Society of Jesus is impossible to sum up adequately, because he accomplished so many things and so much good of eternal worth during the very eventful 86 years of his earthly life, as he strove with exceptional fortitude to acquire ever more self mastery while choosing to accomplish God's most perfect will instead of his own or the will of other people. 
He served and trusted in God with purity of intention, through many personal hardships and while encountering real support and also a great deal of unholy resistance. 
The ongoing apostolic mission of this wonderful Jesuit priest continues at the present moment, and it will continue until the end of time as this selfless priest advocates from his place in eternity for the sake of God's people everywhere. 
Fr. Hardon continues to properly educate, convert, inspire, encourage, counsel, guide, and so much more directly from the Divine Presence of God in the spiritual realm and and also through the vast amount of multimedia authentic Catholic material produced by him and generated through his extraordinarily fruitful teaching apostolate.
He continues his staggering apostolic reach through those he taught properly, through those who knew him and/or worked with him, through those who were taught in person by him, through those who never met him and who have shared what they have learned through his material or from his students, and through those who never encountered him during his earthly life but have had him visit in spirit. 
The ongoing work in the Lord's vineyard continues, work to lead precious, priceless, and immortal souls as Fr. Hardon did to Jesus Christ, the Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, the Divine Bridegroom of every soul, and our Divine Redeemer, Divine Restorer, and Divine Remedy for All.
"Let not your heart be troubled. You believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father's house there are many mansions. If not, I would have told you: because I go to prepare a place for you. And if I shall go, and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and will take you to myself; that where I am, you also may be.  And whither I go you know, and the way you know. Thomas saith to him: Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? Jesus saith to him: I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No man cometh to the Father, but by me" (John 14:1-6).

FR. JOHN A. HARDON, S.J.'S EDUCATION

1920 - 1928: Grammar School at St. Wendelin's and St. Michael's, Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A.

1928 - 1932: Cathedral Latin High School, Cleveland, Ohio.
1932 - 1936: John Carroll University, Cleveland, Ohio; B.A. degree with a Major in Philosophy.

1939 - 1941: Loyola University of Chicago; M.A. in Psychology.

1944 - 1948: West Baden College, West Baden Springs, Indiana; S.T.L. degree in Theology (Licentiate in Sacred Theology).

1949 - 1951: Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, Italy; S.T.D. degree in Dogmatic Theology and declared Doctor of Sacred Theology, with the award of the Papal Medal.
IMPORTANT DATES REGARDING HIS VOCATION AS A MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS

1936: Entered the Society of Jesus (September 1, 1936).

1936 - 1938: Completed the Jesuit Novitiate in Milford, Ohio, U.S.A.

1938: Made first profession as a Jesuit, in Milford, Ohio.

1947: Ordained to the Priesthood in the Society of Jesus on his birthday (June 18, 1947).

1953: Made Final Profession of Four Vows to the Society of Jesus at West Baden
College in West Baden Springs, Indiana (February 2, 1953). 
OTHER  IMPORTANT DATES IN HIS LIFE

1914: Baptized on June 21st, three days after he was born.

1930 - 1936: Participated in amateur dramatics.

1941: Published his first article, on the study of Latin.

1948: Offered his first Funeral Holy Sacrifice of the Mass when his mother died.

1997: Celebrated his Golden Jubilee of Ordination to the Priesthood, at Assumption Grotto
          in Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A. (June 18, 1997). 

TEACHER, PROFESSOR, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, VISITING PROFESSOR, RESEARCH PROFESSOR
1941 - 1944: Taught in Jesuit high schools including St. Xavier High in Ohio and University of Detroit High in Michigan.
1951 - 1962: Assistant Professor of Fundamental Theology at West Baden College, Indiana.
1962 - 1967: Associate Professor of Religion at Western Michigan University, Michigan.
1968 - 1973: Professor of Fundamental Theology at Bellarmine School of Theology in North Aurora and in Chicago, Illinois.
1970 -1974: Visiting Professor of Missiology, St. Paul University in Ottawa, Canada.
1970: Taught for one semester at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, Italy.
He was a visiting professor for one or more terms at various schools in Michigan and in Illinois in the U.S.
1973: Research Professor at the Jesuit School of Theology in Illinois. 
Starting in 1974: Visiting Professor of Spiritual Theology at Immaculata College in Pennsylvania. 
Starting in 1974: Professor of Dogmatic Theology at the Institute for Advanced Studies in Catholic Doctrine at St. John's University in Jamaica, New York.
1981 - 1990: Professor at the Notre Dame Institute, a Pontifical Catechetical Institute in Arlington, Virginia. 
CALLED TO ROME
Fr. Hardon was called to Rome at various times and for various endeavors.  
For example, in 1967 he began regular consultation with Congregations for Religious and the Clergy. 
In the 1970s he was summoned to Rome to help save women's religious orders from secularization.
Fr. Hardon returned to Rome upon the request of Pope John Paul II, to create a catechesis program for the Missionaries of Charity to enable them to properly catechize others.  
From Marian Catechist Apostolate Website: "Father Hardon’s catechetical mission expanded with the catechetical study program, which he wrote for the Holy See after Pope John Paul II requested Mother Teresa to educate her Missionaries of Charity to become catechists. This catechetical course, studied by the Missionaries of Charity worldwide in their formation, has been adapted into home study courses for laity, entitled the Basic Catholic Catechism Course (16 lessons) and the Advanced Catholic Catechism Course (36 lessons). This course serves as the formation program for the Marian Catechist Apostolate, founded by Father Hardon in 1985 in order to train the laity to be catechists and evangelists in the modern world." 
ORGANIZER, FOUNDER, CO-FOUNDER, COLLABORATOR, AND CONTRIBUTOR
In 1953, Fr. Hardon organized the Society of Catholic College Teachers of Sacred Doctrine. 
He helped organize Consortium Perfectae Caritatis in 1969.
In 1971, he supported the founding of Mark Communications in Canada. 
Fr. Hardon founded the Marian Catechist Apostolate in 1985, Inter Mirifica in 1987, and The Catholic Faith Magazine in 1996.
He co-founded the Call to Holiness conferences in Detroit, Michigan in 1996.
Additionally he contributed to and collaborated on various publications, wrote articles, edited others' work, and so much more. 
HONORS
1951: Awarded the Papal Medal.
1973: Recognized by the Catholic Press Association for excellence in the field of history.
1978: Presented with a medal by the Slovak World Congress. 
1984: Received the Cardinal Wright Award from the Fellowship of Catholic Scholars. 
1990: Presented with the St. Maximilian Kolbe Award in Mariology.
AN ORTHODOX CATHOLIC MODERN MEDIA PIONEER SENT BY GOD TO TEACH CORRECTLY IN MODERN TIMES, JUST PRIOR TO THE DAWNING OF A WHOLE NEW AGE OF PAGANISM AND IDOLATROUS SELF INTEREST
Fr. Hardon taught about the necessity of a strong authentic Catholic presence in the media to combat widespread and well-funded error that exists to distract and mislead the masses; he educated by the spoken and written word and also by example, by living what he was teaching.  
Keep in mind that he passed into eternal life in the year 2000, before the internet functioned as we now know it and the masses of all ages were forced to rely on it; before almost everyone world-wide willingly became the enslaved owner of an internet-connected "smart" phone device, and before the social media cult-ture of self worship and acquiring followers provided ever more perilous ways to become distracted and turn one's attention away from our Triune God.   
Fr. John Hardon was a priest, Jesuit, educator, confessor, Eucharistic adorer, spiritual director, author of more than forty books, counselor, founder, catechist, multimedia producer, innovator, writer, speaker, editor, devoted son of the Blessed Virgin Mary, colleague, collaborator, advisor, defender of the One True Faith, Catholic white and red martyr, and an orthodox Catholic Father for all until the end of time.
POSTHUMOUSLY
At Fr. Hardon's request, the Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J. Media Apostolate was founded after he passed into eternal life.
Several books of his compiled material have been published since God called His servant to Himself, including his spiritual autobiography, History and Theology of Grace, and Meditations on the Angels. 
An extensive archive of his exceptional multimedia material on a great many topics can be found online and accessed without financial cost at the Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J. Archives. 
A CAUSE FOR HIS CANONIZATION
In 2005, a cause for the canonization of Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J. was opened, and he has received from the Catholic Church the title Servant of God. 
 "AM I CLEAR?"
Fr. Hardon taught that we never go to heaven alone; we must bring others with us. 
He taught about the sanctity of life, which must be properly protected, valued, loved, guided, and nurtured from conception until natural death, and that we are - by God's design - to be channels of His supernatural grace for others.
Father Hardon taught about the necessity of Christ's Seven Sacraments, what they are, and that they are channels of Divine grace. For example, he informed that the Sacrament of Confirmation is the sacrament of fearless apostolic zeal.
Find out what else he wants to teach you. 
NO ONE SAYS IT LIKE FR. JOHN A. HARDON, S.J.!
He taught properly, and paid for it dearly, at a time in human history when Luciferian
modernism infiltrated Christ's Catholic Church and spread errors masquerading as the truth world-wide. 
Father Hardon did not benefit financially from his life's work; he benefited spiritually and so have we because he chose to spend himself - despite the personal cost - as Almighty God willed, in imitation of and in union with Christ and His Immaculate Mother.
Yes, Fr. Hardon, you have been very clear and countless individuals, couples, families, youth, priests, and religious have benefited from your tireless efforts and will continue to benefit until the end of time and from then on into eternity. 
Many people admire you, are so grateful to you, continue to be absolutely delighted by your authentic Catholic teaching, and seek your intercession for the sake of a world in need of proper leadership and guidance from the members of the Sacred Priesthood of Jesus Christ. 
So many people in Modern Times have learned wondrous and astounding things, including the most basic and incredible truths, that they never learned at any time in their lives or anywhere else.
Thank you, Fr. Hardon, for your fine example, for your tremendous courage, for the tremendous volume of priceless teaching material you provided to us and left us, and for your proper caring and concern for Christ's flock as His authentic Jesuit Catholic educator priest. 
MORE STUDENT TEACHERS ARE NEEDED
Fr. Hardon still seeks orthodox Catholic student teachers on Mount Calvary, people willing to selflessly continue the ongoing mission of God's Divine Economy of Salvation in imitation of and in union with Christ and His Immaculate Mother, for the greater honor and glory of our Triune God first and foremost and then for the sake of souls through all time - past, present, and future - including one's own poor soul.
Be sure to seek him out if you have not already. God is so in love with you! 
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